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Heritage Corner
Ontario State Bank Robbery
Editor’s Note: on January 4, 1895 two men robbed the Ontario State Bank located at the southwest corner of Euclid
Avenue and Main Street. The following is the account of the incident as reported in the Los Angeles Evening Express
on the same day.
On Friday, January 4, 1895, at 11:30 am, two robbers held up the Ontario State Bank in the most daring bank robbery that had ever been seen in this part of San Bernardino County. Not only did the robbers take $5000, they also
endangered the lives of two bank employees.
Frederick Stamm, the bank cashier and son of bank president Godfrey Theodore Stamm, was alone in the bank
when two strangers drove up in a Brewster light wagon drawn by a single bay horse. The strangers entered the
bank unmasked and gave no indication of their intentions. As they reached the counter, one of the robbers pulled a
big Colt revolver on the cashier and ordered him to put up his hands. The other robber jumped over the counter
and struck Fred Stamm on the head with a second big Colt revolver.
After a struggle, the robbers forced the cashier into the bank vault and locked him in, just as R. P. Sibley, owner of
the Ontario Cannery, entered the bank. The robbers attacked Mr. Sibley, clubbing him on the head with the butts of
their revolvers, rendering him unconscious for 20 minutes.
(Continued on page 3)

Godfrey Theodore Stamm
Photo Credit: Model Colony History Room

Fred Stamm, Cashier
Image from the Los Angeles Herald
January 5, 1895, page 1
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Heritage Corner (continued from page 2)
The robbers then took the money that was outside of the safe -- $4000 or 5000 all told – and walked out to their
wagon. They drove off at a leisurely pace toward Chino before picking up speed.
About four miles out of town, the robbers encountered G.L. Lane. Making a detour to avoid passing him closely,
the robbers continued south to the Rincon Hills, hoping to avoid capture in the brush-covered hills.
According to the newspaper report, when Mr. Sibley recovered consciousness, he sounded an alarm and a large
crowd gathered. According to the newspaper report, Fred Stamm called out from the safe and shouted the
combination so he could be released. Upon his release, he panted for breath because of lack of air in the vault.
However, there is a second account of the robbery given in May 1963 by Leonard Frankish, son of Charles Frankish, an early Ontario pioneer. Leonard reports that Fred Stamm’s brother George was the one who released Fred
from the vault. As Leonard Frankish tells the story, George Stamm, who knew the combination to the vault, was
in San Antonio Heights when word of the robbery and his brother’s imprisonment reached him. He made the
6 ½ mile journey from San Antonio Heights to Main Street on the gravity-propelled mule car in only 8 minutes
and freed his brother.
The Citizens Bank offered a reward of $200 for the arrest and conviction of the robbers.
Godfrey Stamm, who was in Los Angeles with his wife at the time of the robbery, was notified via telegram by
his son George. Godfrey contacted Sheriff Cline and gave this description of the robbers:
One is a burly fellow about 5 feet 11 inches in height, roughly dressed and having black hair and a black scrubby
beard. His face villainous in expression and is just the kind of a fellow that one wishes to avoid even in the day
time.
The other is a shorter man about 5 feet 7 inches in height with a tawny beard and hair and with the aspect of a
slugger.
(Continued on page 4)
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Heritage Corner (continued from page 3)
One of the robbers, C.B. Barnes, was later captured as he was leaving for South America. Some years later, a
skeleton was found in the Chino Hills and presumed to be that of the second robber, who had been shot to death
by C.B. Barnes.
An early Ontario pioneer, Godfrey Stamm was born in Germany in 1843. At the age of 18 months, he and his
parents immigrated to the United States, settling in Milwaukee. His wife, Louise B. Schoeffel Stamm, was born in
1848 In Rochester, New York.
The Stamms came to California in 1883, first living on an orange grove in Pasadena before moving to Upland in
1887. Soon after moving to Upland, Godfrey and Charles Frankish formed the Ontario Land & Improvement
Company. When the Chaffey brothers abruptly departed for Australia, the Ontario Land & Improvement Company
bought much of the Chaffey’s remaining landholdings and established the Ontario State Bank – the first bank in
Ontario. Godfrey served as bank president from its founding in 1887 until 1900, when the bank became the First
National Bank of Ontario.
The bank was formed in response to a safe-cracking job at the office of the Ontario Land & Improvement Company. Thanks to the foresight of Charles Frankish, who had taken $100,000 in cash home, the robbers got nothing.

In 1896, Godfrey and the Ontario Land & Improvement Company electrified the Euclid Avenue mule car, making it
one of the first street car systems in the West.
The Stamms eventually left Ontario for Los Angeles and then San Diego, where Mrs. Stamm died in December
1930. She had been in failing health for several months and succumbed to pneumonia. After his wife’s death,
Godfrey Stamm lived with his son George on a 30-acres orange grove at 1291 N. Euclid Ave. in Upland (near 13th
Street and Euclid). He passed away in July 1935 at the age of 90 after being in ill health for two years.
Frederick Stamm died in Los Angeles in August 1928. George Stamm died in November 1947. He was still living in
the house at 1291 N. Euclid Avenue in Upland at the time of his death.

Sources: Los Angeles Evening Express,
San Bernardino County Sun

Image: Ontario State Bank
Source: Los Angeles Herald, January 5, 1895
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Historic Preservation
Why Historic Preservation is good for Ontario
By PlaceEconomics
Editor’s note: PlaceEconomics is a private sector firm that analyzes the economic impacts of historic preservation.
Located in Washington, DC, PlaceEconomics conducts studies, surveys and workshops in cities and states all over
the country that are addressing issues of downtown, neighborhood, commercial revitalization and reuse of historic
buildings. This article is an excerpt from one of their publications.
Let’s be honest, we preservationists haven’t done a great job of making our case for historic preservation and its
contributions to active, vibrant, prosperous cities. Too often the general public only hears us rambling on about
paint colors or obsessing about window replacements. We need to do better.
The good news is the facts are on our side. When the first studies of the impact of historic preservation were done
25 years ago, there wasn’t much to measure – jobs, heritage tourism, property values, and downtown revitalization. That was about it. Today with the availability of big data, GIS, and smart young people who know how to use
the technology, we’ve found dozens of ways historic preservation is great for cities. Every time PlaceEconomics
takes on a new assignment we find more positive preservation impacts.
The “factoids” in this report are only a small part of what we’ve been learning. But those lessons are important and
need to be in the arsenal of preservationists making the case. Historic preservation has aesthetic, symbolic, cultural, social, educational and economic benefits. Despite this, historic preservation is sometimes under attack by
well-meaning community activists or real estate developers or libertarians.
In the long run, the aesthetic, symbolic and cultural values of historic preservation are the most important. But
here are some additional, quantifiable reasons why historic preservation is good for Ontario.
1. Jobs: historic preservation provides well-paid jobs – some for workers without college degrees. Rehabilitation is
more labor-intensive than new constructions and sometimes requires craftsmanship. Local historic districts are
magnets for retail, food service and entertainment jobs.
2. Downtown revitalization: by identifying, protecting, reusing and enhancing historic buildings, Downtown Ontario
is differentiated from malls and retail centers. Reusing historic buildings can also be cost-effective.
3. Heritage tourism: heritage visitors stay longer, visit more places and spend more per day than tourists with no
interest in historic resources.
4. Property values: local historic districts have a positive impact on property values, with greater rates of appreciation than properties elsewhere in the city.
(Continued on page 6)
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Historic Preservation (continued from page 5)
5. Foreclosure patterns: when the Great Recession hit in 2007, the real estate market was hardest hit of any economic sector. Although foreclosure rates soared, in designated historic districts the foreclosure rate was significantly lower than elsewhere. This is due in part to the latent demand for homes in historic neighborhoods, even in
market downturns.
Homeowners who find themselves in financial difficulty often find buyers for their homes before they reach the
point of foreclosure.
6. Strength in up and down markets: as a general pattern, homes in historic districts do better when the market is
moving up, fall later and less steeply when markets decline, and begin their value recovery sooner than other
neighborhoods.
7. Small business: small business is the backbone of the American economy. 96% of all businesses employ fewer
than 20 people, and small businesses employ 23 million more workers than do firms of 500 or more employees.
Small businesses offer entrepreneurial opportunities, especially for women and minorities. Historic districts are
often the location of choice for small businesses. They offer attractive buildings and spaces. Businesses value the
unique character inherent in historic buildings.
8. Start ups and young businesses: start-up and young businesses (less than 3 years old) are even more important
than small businesses because almost all net job creation comes from new businesses. The location of a new business can be a reflection of the quality and characters of the goods and services offered. The quality and character
of an historic building is an appropriate choice for these entrepreneurs.
9. Jobs in knowledge and creative class sectors: urbanists, economists and economic development experts note
that young, well-educated, talented workers are essential for a local economy to grown and make a city vibrant.
While workers in knowledge and creative fields will never be a large percentage of the entire workforce, they have
a disproportionate impact on the economic vitality of a city. And the employers of those workers disproportionately choose to locate in historic districts.
(continued on page 7)

The reuse of historic downtown Ontario buildings
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Historic Preservation (continued from page 6)
10. Millennials and housing: in 2019, Millennials (those born between 1981 and 1996) surpassed the number of
Baby Boomers. That means that for the next generation, Millennials will have an outsized impact on how and
where cities grow. Although Millennials may not identify themselves as preservationists, the qualities they are
looking for in cities are the qualities found in historic districts. In a recent survey by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation found that 44% of Millennials surveyed want to live in historic, character-rich neighborhoods.

11. Walkability and bikability: “walk score” has become a basic tool of urban analysis. While most newer neighborhoods are not very walkable, neighborhoods built 50 years or more ago were designed with walking in mind.
12. Density at a human scale: a common criticism of historic preservation is that it prevents increased housing
density. However, historic districts cover less land area and provide proportionately more property tax revenue.
And they are often quite densely populated, but on a human scale. These are neighborhoods where people like to
walk, that are lined with historic properties rather than high-rise housing developments.
13. Environmental responsibility: Carl Elefante, immediate past president of the American Institute of Architects
coined the phrase, “The greenest building is the one already built.” When retrofitting an historic building was
compared to building a new “green” building, it was found to take 80 years to recoup the negative climate change
impacts of new construction. And the amount of waste that goes into landfills when eliminating older, historic
buildings is also an important factor.
14. Smart growth: Smart Growth is a movement with ten principles: create a range of employment opportunities;
mix land uses; take advantage of compact building design; create walkable neighborhoods and a range of housing
opportunities; foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place; preserve open space, natural
beauty and environmental areas; strength and direct development towards existing communities; provide a choice
of transportation, urban and social infrastructure; make development decisions sustainable, predictable, fair and
cost effective; encourage community and stakeholder collaboration; keep decision making cost effective. Historic
neighborhoods embody all ten Smart Growth principles.
15. Neighborhood level diversity: neighborhoods ought to be available to a wide spectrum of a city’s population –
and historic districts can help meet that goal. Historic neighborhoods offer options for a range of home sizes,
particularly modest-sized homes.
16. Housing affordability: older housing stock should be recognized for its contribution to affordable housing.
Historic districts are often where the market price is reasonable.
17. First place of return: when cities begin to grow after extended periods of population decline, that growth is
often within local historic districts.
18. Attractors of growth: a city doesn’t have to be in decline to attract population growth.
(continued on page 8)
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Historic Preservation (continued from page 7)
19. Allows cities to evolve: historic districts are not museums. Preservationists recognize that they both will and
should change over time. The purpose of an historic district is not to preserve an entire neighborhood with no
changes; rather, it is to manage change over time so the character and quality of the neighborhood is not diminished by out-of-scale and out-of-context changes. Historic districts change, and that is how it should be.

20. Tax generation: most property tax is based on the value of the property – as the value goes up, so do property
tax receipts. The “preservation premium” from a faster rate of appreciation in historic districts provides greater tax
revenue to cities.
21. Preservation as a catalyst: redevelopment and reuse of an historic building is often the catalyst that spurs
additional investment in both additional preservation and new construction.
22. Home to social and cultural institutions: nonprofits often locate in historic districts. 31% of historic district
residents live within walking distance of a museum, library or public art.
23. Neighborhood sustainability and community engagement: historic districts promote neighborhood stability
because people who have lived in a place for years feel a heightened sense of responsibility to maintain their
homes and shared community spaces. They are more likely to invest physically, monetarily and socially in the
neighborhood. Residents of historic neighborhoods stay put.
24. Housing vacancy: historic neighborhoods have a lower rate of vacant houses. Vacant or abandoned property
has a negative impact on property value.
Source: PlaceEconomics publication Twenty-Four Reasons Historic Preservation Is Good for Your Community.

(Continued on page 9)
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2020 City of Ontario Model Colony Awards
In 2000 the Ontario City Council established the Model Colony awards to recognize outstanding efforts to restore,
rehabilitate and preserve Ontario’s historic places. Award categories include Restoration, Rehabilitation, John S.
Armstrong landscape, Founder’s Heritage, George Chaffey Memorial, and Merit. Past Model Colony winners have
represented Ontario’s schools, churches, single family residences, multi-family properties and joint public/private
preservation projects.

For 2020, two projects on the campus of Chaffey High School were selected as Model Colony award winners: the
newly-constructed Math Science Building on the south perimeter of the campus, and restoration of Gardiner W.
Spring Auditorium. The awards were presented during a special ceremony at the June 2, 2020 meeting of the
Ontario City Council.
Historical Context
Ontario was founded in September 1882 by brothers George and William B. Chaffey who established three
principles for the Model Colony. These principles had social and economic implications and included a mutual
water company concept; a grand thoroughfare; and an agricultural college for general education. In the Model
Colony’s first year, George Chaffey set aside a 20-acre site at the corner of Euclid Avenue and Fourth Street for
the Chaffey College of Agriculture.
George Chaffey also established a trust fund from the proceeds of selling lots in Ontario, and designated that it
be used to build the college and pay for its operation. He arranged for the University of Southern California (USC)
to supervise the trust and develop the college’s building plans.
The cornerstone for the college was laid on March 17, 1883 in a media event designed to encourage land purchase. 500 people attended the event. When completed, the college was a three-story brick building with a
concrete foundation. It cost $17,000 to construct and had 15 classrooms, four recitation rooms, eleven smaller
rooms for office, museum and other public uses, and two dormitories. In addition to the college, it also included
a secondary school.
The first class at Chaffey College of Agriculture had ten students who began studies on October 15, 1885. For the
next 20 years, Chaffey College attracted settlers to the Model Colony. But because USC officials directed much of
the curriculum away from agriculture to more general studies, the college eventually failed. It closed in 1901 and
its building was taken over by the City of Ontario. A high school district was organized and the new Ontario High
School began holding classes. When Upland students began attending Ontario High School in September 1911,
the name was changed to Chaffey High School.
In 1919, the agricultural college returned when Chaffey Junior College was organized. The junior college had no
physical identity because its students attended classes in the high school buildings. The college instructors gave
part of their time to the high school curriculum.

(Continued on page 10)
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2020 City of Ontario Model Colony Awards (continued from page 9)
Between 1911 and 1933, several new buildings and additions were constructed on the campus to accommodate
the needs of a growing high school and college enrollment. In 1933, in the midst of the Great Depression, the
Long Beach earthquake shook Ontario, damaging most of the campus buildings. All the high school buildings
were condemned.
Because the school district was in dire financial straits, Gardiner W. Spring, former principal of Chaffey High
School (1931-1932) and current Chaffey High School District superintendent (1932-1948) applied for recovery
act funding sources (State Emergency Review Act/SERA, Public Works Administration/PWA and Works Projects
Administration/WPA) to rebuild all the high school buildings and add new buildings to the junior college.
To serve both the high school and junior college, a new auditorium was built on the site of the 1912 auditorium
(which was originally the site of the school chapel) and library building. The building was razed in 1935, though
the Austin console organ was saved for installation in the new auditorium.
The Los Angeles architectural firm of Allison & Allison (founded by brothers James Edward and David Clark
Allison) was hired to oversee design and construction. Originally from Pittsburgh, the Allison brothers moved to
Los Angeles in 1910 and specialized in public schools. Later they expanded their practice to include churches,
libraries, post offices, factories and warehouses.
Allison & Allison were part of a preeminent architectural school characterized as “true romantics”. This school
led the revival period of architecture in Southern California. The buildings they designed were adapted from
and heavily influenced by Spanish, Mexican and Italian architecture because of the similarity in climate to Southern California. Allison & Allison designed Royce Hall, Kerckhoff Hall and Kaufman Hall on the UCLA campus.

Photo of Gardiner W. Spring from
1937 Chaffey High School Fasti

Gardiner Spring Auditorium
Continued on page 11
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2020 City of Ontario Model Colony Awards (continued from page 10)
Construction began on February 1, 1938 and was completed on March 16, 1939. Superintendent Gardiner W.
Spring presided at the groundbreaking ceremony. Excavation by steam-shovel was the first task, followed by
the cement foundation and steel framing for wall supports. A 32-ton steel support beam as long as the
auditorium is wide was erected by crane to support the balcony. Next the classrooms, stage and walls were
built; scaffolding was erected so interior walls and the ceiling could be painted. Installation of stage lights,
sound and public address equipment, projectors, flood lights and auditorium seats completed the construction.
The auditorium was designed to resist all but the most violent earthquake. Of Class A construction, the auditorium rests on structural steel supports and is buttressed by exposed reinforced concrete. The steel allows for a
certain amount of give within the walls themselves. The building is completely fireproof. The auditorium seats
2400 people.
Since its construction and first show in 1931, Gardiner W. Spring Auditorium has been revered by the community. Continuing efforts by the school district and local organizations to preserve, restore and protect this iconic
historic resource are evidence of its value to the community. It had been determined that the Chaffey High
School campus met the requirements to be included in the National Register of Historic Places. On January 19,
1999 the Ontario City Council designated the campus as Local Landmark No. 58 and on June 4, 2013 it was
designated as a contributor to the Euclid Avenue Historic District.

Auditorium Restoration
In 2017, with funding provided by Measure P, efforts began to completely restore and update the Spanish
Colonial-style auditorium. One of the many significant interior features is a massive 20,000-square-foot Art
Deco mural on the acoustic plaster ceiling. Painted in three shades of blue ranging from light blue at the lowest
parts of the mural, graduating to a deeper blue at the center, features a mural of mythical figures. The artist,
E. Petersen, had to deal with a difficult perspective problem because of the curvature of the ceiling. He solved
the problem by placing the small but important figures below the curved part of the wall where the surface is
flat. Trees, shrubbery and general background were painted high into the curvature, giving the effect of overhanging trees. The sweeping lines of the tree trunks and foliage carry the eye up the walls to the mythical
characters and idyllic visions of antiquity. Small, powerful spotlights placed at intervals in the ceiling give the
effect of a star-studded sky through the limbs and foliage of the trees.
Over the years, the mural had turned from blue to a bluish-green, mostly the result of the time that smoking
was allowed in the auditorium. Architectural arts restoration experts conducted an investigation of the mural
and determined that the acoustic plaster substrate contained asbestos, requiring abatement and complete replacement of the ceiling and mural. An architectural art restoration team carefully measured and documented
the entire ceiling using digital photography. Pounce patterns (an ancient method for transferring a design to a
surface, somewhat similar to tracing) and a grid system were used to lay out and recreate the mural on a new
acoustic plaster surface.
Continued on page 12
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2020 City of Ontario Model Colony Awards (continued from page 11)
The modernization to the auditorium presented other challenges. There were no “as-built” drawings to guide
the project. The complexity of the auditorium building required a sophisticated approach to accurately capture
the building dimensions. To achieve this, 3D laser scanning was used to scan the entire structure and provide
complete as-built drawings. The modernization of the historic theater provides not only improvements of the
existing structure, but structural repairs and a new cooling and ventilation system. Renovations to the structure
include theatrical and acoustical upgrades, a new catwalk and steel stairway, two new elevators, accessibility
upgrades and a lobby restroom expansion. The sound system is especially impressive as it was completely upgraded with professional, state-of-the-art equipment, making it one of the best equipped venues in the region.
Model Colony Restoration Award
Throughout the GWS Auditorium restoration project, every effort was made to preserve and protect original
features, and where necessary, replace with materials that were custom made to replicate the original. The
original exterior doors featured an ornate design and when new doors needed to be made, the original design
was replicated on each door. The auditorium seats were also special ordered to closely replicate the intricate
designs on the aisle seats. The restoration project not only preserved this iconic auditorium but brought it into
the 21st century with state-of-the-art technology, making it a resource that the community will cherish and
enjoy for generations to come.

Continued on page 13
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2020 City of Ontario Model Colony Awards (continued from page 12)
Model Colony Rehabilitation Award
One of the newest additions to the Chaffey High School campus is a state of the art, three-story Math and Science building located at the southern edge of the campus along East Fourth Street. Because it knew the campus
was important to both the district and the community, the Chaffey Joint Union High School District made a
commitment to constructing a new building that did not compromise the historic integrity of the campus. With
input from community members, students, teachers, parents, and other stakeholders, the new 55,000 square
foot, three-story, $20 million Math and Science Building was completed and welcomed students for the 20172018 academic year. Construction was funded by Measure P.
The structural steel frame building with an exterior plaster finish contains 18 state-of-the-art classrooms and 12
science laboratories. The design of the new building is both respectful and complementary of the historic campus and incorporates the latest technology for the classrooms. Rather than compete with the unique Mission
Revival architectural-styled WPA era buildings and their ornate churrigueresque entryways, the new building
exhibits a quiet elegance that blends in effortlessly with the existing historic buildings.
The new building is rectangular in plan with a flat roof and features a smooth plaster finish with powder coated
steel windows, matching the finishes on the existing historic buildings. The Art Deco style entryway is in a central tower element covered with a hipped tile roof and wide overhanging boxed eaves. Secondary entrances are
framed by deep recessed arched entryways.
The successful project is an excellent example of appropriate infill on a historic property and in a Historic District. The sensitive infill construction of this state-of-the-art building ensures that Chaffey High School will remain one of the City’s premium historic properties.
Sources: City of Ontario Planning Department Historic Preservation Commission staff report; Chaffey High School
Alumni Association.
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2020 Ontario Heritage Membership
We are an all volunteer local non-profit organization and we need you! Is the ongoing process of preserving our
historic downtown important to you? Or learning about the rich history of the Model Colony? Our Mission Statement
is “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony” not only for us but for our future generations. Having
historic home tours, annual historic cemetery tours, being present at local events are all part of pursuing our mission
and making the public more aware of our purpose. It’s an important goal but who says we can’t have fun pursuing it!
If you are already a member of Ontario Heritage, we sincerely thank you! If you’re not yet a member, please consider
joining us on this journey. Not only will you become more aware and knowledgeable of Ontario’s past history, you
will be inspired to walk with us as we go forward in “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony.
Benefits of Membership:
1 Participation in Ontario Heritage events such as Home Tours, Annual Historic Cemetery Tours, potlucks, local
community events, historic and educational programs.
2. Discounts to events
3. E-mail Newsletters
4. Advocacy for preservation of our historical environment and cultural heritage.
5. Access to information concerning restoration and renovation.
6. The knowledge that you are part of the effort to protect, preserve and promote the Model Colony

——————————————————————————————————————————————-Ontario Heritage Membership Form (December 31, 2019 to December 31, 2020)
*Name: ____________________________________________
*Address: __________________________________________
*City: _____________________

State: ________

*Zip Code: ________________
*Phone: ———————————————–——
*Mobile Phone:———————————————
*E-Mail: ___________________________________

* Required Information
Membership Categories (For the 2020 Calendar Year)
o

Individual

$25.00

o

Senior (62 years)

$15.00

o

Family

$40.00

o

Family-Senior

$30.00

o

Corporate

o

Benefactor

$250.00
$250.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED

$_______

I am interested in:
o E-mail Alert Network
o Volunteering at Events
o Other (specify) ____________________________________
Mail with Your Check Payable To: Ontario Heritage

In an effort to keep dues low, most communication will be via
email, so providing us your email address is vital.

P.O.Box 1, Ontario, CA 91762
or sign up at: ontarioheritage.org

