
2018 Upcoming Events 
October 3:  Monthly Board Meeting                                                                                                                             
October 13:  Our 9th Annual Historic Cemetery Tour at Bellevue Memorial Park located at 1240 
West G Street Ontario. Day of event ticket sales will begin at 9:30 am in the historic section at 
Bellevue Memorial Park. Actual tour begins at 10:15 am. Pre-sale tickets available now at Logan’s 
Candy Store, Graber Olive House, the office of Bellevue Memorial Park and on our website. Ticket 
prices: $10 for Ontario Heritage Member; $15 for Non-Member; Ages 12 & under are free. 
November 7: Monthly Board Meeting 
December 1: Ontario Heritage will have a booth at the annual Christmas on Euclid event from                            
10 am -5 pm. Our beautiful new 2018 Christmas Ornament depicting a local Ontario historic 
landmark will be available for a $20 donation. Includes gift box, ribbon and an information 
brochure on the history of the building. 
December 5: Monthly Board Meeting 
December 15:  Join us at the Jack Mercer Bandstand at “C” Street & Euclid Avenue for the annual 
Christmas Sing-a-long from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Free coffee, hot chocolate and cookies. Bring your 
chair, dress warm and come enjoy singing along or just listening to the sounds of Christmastime. 
 
4th Quarter 2018 Dinner Potluck Meeting date & location: TBD 

Heritage Events 

 
Ontario Heritage 

P.O. Box 1 
Ontario, CA 91762 

Phone:  909-984-6558 
 

Website: ontarioheritage.org 
Email: 

info@ontarioheritage.org 
 

Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/

ontario.heritage 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED   

 If you would like to                   

volunteer your time at our 

events, please contact us at:  

909.984.6558                          

or email us at:                                     

info@ontarioheritage.org  
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In this 4th Quarter newsletter for 2018 we would like to share the following article with you: 

Ontario Post Office                                                                                                          

123 West Holt Boulevard 

As part of its program to identify Ontario’s historic buildings, Ontario Heritage will be installing a 

bronze plaque at the Ontario Post Office building located at 123 West Holt Boulevard, the southeast 

corner of Holt and Laurel Street. This will be the fourth plaque installation. The first was the               

Frankish Building located at 200 South Euclid Avenue, followed by Ontario’s original post office at 

119 West Transit Street, and the McCann building (now occupied by Euclid Loan and Jewelry) at      

108 South Euclid Avenue. Ontario Heritage members will be notified of the exact date and time of 

the plaque installation. 

The post office at 123 West Holt was designed by Los Angeles architect Louis A. Simon, built with 

WPA (Works Progress Administration funds) and dedicated in April 1941. It is one of the few build-

ings in Ontario constructed by the WPA. (Several others are located on the campus of Chaffey High 

School.) 

The post office is in the WPA Spanish Modern style, characterized by the red clay tile roof and   

massiveness, smooth surface, iron hand rails and torch-shaped lights. It is one story with a base-

ment, and constructed of reinforced concrete. It cost $150,000 -- $74,000 for the land and $76,000 

for the building. The building size is 22,632 square feet and was constructed by Sarvor and Zoss of 

Los Angeles. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Photo Credit:  Model Colony History Room  Nellie Best is sitting on the right in this photo 
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Heritage Corner (continued from page 2)  

 
On the front façade there is a set of four large, round embedded columns. The main entrance is 

centered between two columns and is four steps above ground level. The building originally had a 

bronze swinging door leading to a vestibule that enters into the lobby. The door has been replaced 

by aluminum framed store front doors, bordered by molded trimming. 

Inside there are murals painted by Nellie Best, a resident of Lynwood. Originally a native of                        

Oregon, she graduated from the University of Oregon. She was selected to paint the murals after 

winning honorable mention in a national competition held by the Section of Fine Arts in the               

Security building in Washington, DC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Collaboration with architect J. Dewey Harnish representing the Chaffey Community Art Associa-
tion (now the Chaffey Community Museum of Art), the theme the founding of Ontario was                         
selected for the murals. Preparations included making a full-size finished pencil drawing of the  
murals, followed by a miniature oil painting to show the color to be used on the actual mural.          
Nellie Best remained in Ontario for several months while working on the murals. While here, she 
resided with Francis and Helen Line, the founders of CCMA.  

 

 

                                                                   

 
(Continued on page 4) 

Photo Credit: Model Colony History Room 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwipvJHZns3dAhUHs1QKHTxlDBEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britannica.com%2Ftopic%2FWorks-Progress-Administration&psig=AOvVaw3VSz1IfS9_I95Hbw6F5NMm&ust=153765854
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFraiLm9zdAhXVMn0KHQtQCd8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fil-en%2Fc%2Fart-and-collectibles%2Fcollectibles%2Fpostage-stamps%3Fpage%3D3&psig=AOvVaw2JBO
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Heritage Corner (continued from page 3) 

 

                     (Continued on page 5) 

The first of the two murals is entitled The Dream and depicts the Chaffey brothers surveying the 

land. It shows the men and their tools, the mountains and hills in the background, and a fine        

palomino horse. The second mural is entitled The Reality and shows Euclid Avenue and people in 

the city. The murals were completed several years apart because the design sketches were lost in 

Washington, DC. 

 

 

 

  

 

Photo Credits: Ontario Heritage 

Top photo: The Dream mural 

Bottom photo: The Reality mural  
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Leopold Alexander was Ontario’s first postmaster. He established postal service in Ontario on      

February 19, 1883. The second postmaster, Albert E. Payne, had the post office in his home and 

grocery store on the northwest corner of I and Euclid. The post office moved several times – to the 

Southern Pacific Hotel building in the Brooks Block, the Ohio block at A and Euclid, the northeast 

corner of A and Laurel,  the Frankish building at Transit and Euclid, and the Latimer building at the 

southeast corner of Transit and Laurel – before occupying the building on the southeast corner       

of A and Laurel. 

There is another former post office building in Ontario with murals. It is 119 West Transit Street and 

is sometimes referred to as the Paul Williams post office. The building was one of two in Ontario 

designed by famed Los Angeles architect Paul Revere Williams. Built in 1926, it is a one-story         

Spanish Baroque Revival style with tile roof, ornate iron grills and rounded arches. Ornate tile work 

adorns the bottom of the building. Inside, the lobby ceiling has beautiful exposed beams decorated 

with elaborate gold leaf coats-of-arms. The murals on the east and west walls of the lobby are of 

Mount San Antonio (i.e., Mt. Baldy) and are paired to depict the valley before civilization (desert) 

and after civilization (orange groves). The murals are signed E. Ruhnau. Besides its use as a post 

office, the building for a time housed the Hang Ten store and now is home to an art gallery. 

Source: Ontario Model Colony Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Nellie Best, artist commissioned by Section 

of Fine Arts in Washington, D.C., is shown here 

working on second large mural in lobby of           

Ontario Post Office. This mural was called The 

Reality.  

This Los Angeles Times article stated that the 

“Painting depicts modern youth attending 

Chaffey College.” At the time of this article 

Chaffey Junior College was still sharing the           

campus of Chaffey High School in Ontario.  

The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) 

Friday, January 1, 1943, Page 25 



Merton E. Hill Auditorium and Clock Tower 

The campus of Chaffey High School in Ontario, California is one of the most beautiful in the state. 

Covering 65 acres, it is also one of the largest by area in the state. Because of the historical            

significance of the Mission Revival-style buildings on campus, they were designated Ontario local 

Landmark No. 58 on January 19, 1999. 

A very prominent feature of one building — Merton E. Hill Auditorium — is its clock tower. Located 

near the corner of Fifth Street and Euclid Avenue, the tower was built in 1932 and is one of the 

few buildings on campus to have escaped damage from the 1933 Long Beach earthquake. The 

clock tower is estimated at 120 feet high and features chimes and a clock face on all four sides. Its 

cupola offers commanding views and is accessible by climbing two sets of rungs embedded in a 

wall, then climbing through a hatch. 

Over the years, the clock tower functions gradually deteriorated. The four clock faces showed 

different times; eventually three of them stopped working altogether. The chime bell assembly 

was lost. Then in May 2016, the clock and chimes were restored to full function at a cost of 

$20,000 when the old mechanisms were replaced with digital technology. The chimes now sound 

on the hour from 7 am to 6 pm daily. 

A speaker system connected to a laptop computer programs the chimes, and eighty different 

sounds are available. Westminster chimes are the default standard; seasonal selections like        

patriotic music on 4th of July or Christmas music during the holiday season are available. 

Merton Earle Hill, the namesake of the auditorium, was born in Garden Grove in 1882. He attend-

ed Los Angeles State Normal School (a normal school is the historical term for an institution that 

trains high school graduates to be teachers), graduating in 1902 and in 1903 became principal of 

Garden Grove School. He later enrolled in Pomona College, earning a B.S. degree in 1908. From 

1908 to 1911 he was supervising principal of the Upland Schools. He continued his education, 

earning an M.A. degree from Pomona College in 1912 and a Ed.D degree from the University of 

California at Berkeley in 1927. 

In 1911, Merton Hill was named principal of Chaffey High School. With the support of the Chaffey 

school board, he developed a rural school organization analogous to a city school system. Under 

his leadership, the board organized Chaffey Junior College in 1916 and named him 
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its principal. Merton Hill developed a strong academic curriculum, an agriculture department and 

a farm on the school campus, and departments of commerce, mechanic arts, music and physical 

education. By 1920 he had influenced eight elementary school districts to become unified with the 

original two in his high school district, forming the Greater Chaffey School District. In 1919 he        

developed an evening school, and by 1920, a number of junior high schools were organized. Thus, 

Merton Hill designed an educational program that served the entire community. He continued to 

develop this unique rural school community system until 1931 when he left Chaffey to become 

Professor of Education in the University of California system.   

 

Announcing the Ontario Heritage 2018 Commemorative Christmas Ornament 

The 2018 Ontario Heritage Christmas ornament depicts the historic Merton E. Hill Auditorium 

building on the campus of Chaffey High School, including its distinctive clock tower that tells the 

time on all four faces and rings chimes on the hour between 7 am and 6 pm.  

The building was constructed between 1930 and 1932 to serve as classrooms for Chaffey College 

when it was located on the campus of Chaffey High School. When Chaffey College moved to its 

present campus in Alta Loma, the building was renamed Tower Hall and used for high school         

classes. It now serves as the administrative offices for the Chaffey Joint Union High School District. 

The 2018 ornament is the first in a series commemorating historic buildings in Ontario.                         

Ornaments are $20 each and are available now at Logan’s Candies, 125 West B Street, Ontario. 

Price includes a gift box, ribbon, and an information brochure on the history of the building. All 

monies received for the ornaments will go to Ontario Heritage. 
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 1918 Spanish Flu Epidemic 
 

The Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 was the deadliest in history. It infected an estimated 500 million 
people worldwide (about a third of the world’s population) and killed an estimated 20 to 50 million 
victims. The flu was first observed in Europe, the United States and parts of Asia before swiftly 
spreading around the world. There were no effective drugs or vaccines to treat this flu strain. 

The Spanish flu came in two waves. The first, in the spring of 1918, was generally mild with typical 
flu symptoms – chills, fever and fatigue. Those infected recovered after several days and there were 
few deaths. A second, highly contagious wave appeared in the fall and caused death within hours 
or days of developing symptoms. The skin of victims turned blue, their lungs filled with fluid, and 
they suffocated. 

In response, some communities imposed quarantines, ordered citizens to wear masks, and shut 
down public places like schools, churches and theaters. In Ontario, preparedness measures were 
put in place in October 1918 in case the epidemic became acute. The old Ontario Opera House on 
Main Street and Euclid Avenue was prepared as an emergency hospital under the direction of J.S. 
Armstrong (owner of Armstrong Nursery) and J.D. Meriwether of the Home Service Committee of 
the Ontario chapter of the Red Cross.  Twelve cots were placed in the Opera House and a large 
number of volunteer nurses were signed up for duty under the direction of Mrs. Geoffrey J. Flem-
ing, Red Cross home defense nurse. 

Dr. C.L. Emmons, Ontario’s health officer, reported that as of October 15, 1918 there were no im-
portant developments of the flu. He hoped that the order closing all schools, churches, theaters 
and other places of public gathering would prevent the epidemic from spreading. 

Eleven cases of the flu were reported at the Ed Wanamaker ranch in the southeast portion of the 
city. The sick were being tended by a nurse and all were reported as making satisfactory progress. 

Earlier, Dr. G. Ben Heneke, prominent Ontario physician, inoculated a preventive serum to members 
of the operating force of the local exchange who wished it. To date, none receiving the serum had 
come down with the flu, while all who refused the serum (except for one person) are suffering 
from it – eight cases in all. Doctors were being deluged with requests for the serum. 

By the summer of 1919, the flu pandemic was over as those that were infected either developed 
immunity or died. Almost 90 years later, in 2008, researchers announced what had made the 1918  

(Continued on page 9) 



flu so deadly. A group of three genes enabled the virus to weaken a victim’s bronchial tubes and 
and lungs, which cleared the way for bacterial pneumonia.                                                                           
Sources: Los Angeles Times, October 15, 1918 and History.com web site 

 

Euclid Avenue Rock Curbs 

Designed in 1882 by the George and William Chaffey as the backbone of their innovative Model 
Irrigation Colony, Euclid Avenue was laid out as a 200-foot wide roadway that included a 60-foot 
wide median and large parkway. The median was landscaped with California Pepper, Deodar cedar 
and palm trees, while the parkway was planted with silk oak trees.  The grass (turf) and beds of 
Armstrong roses in the median were planted later. 

In the late 1890s the distinctive rock curbs were installed along Euclid Avenue, the idea of Charles 
Frankish, an early Ontario promoter and developer. The rocks comprising the curbs and gutters are 
granite cobblestone, indigenous to the area from the local San Gabriel Mountains. Each rock was 
aligned along the street and covered with concrete caps. The system of curbs and gutters acted as 
a channel to drain water coming from the local mountains, and was a unique method of construc-
tion for its time.  

Much of the original rock curbing on Euclid Avenue remains intact between G Street and Sixth 
Street, as well as in some of Ontario’s early historic neighborhoods. In other areas, the original 
cobblestone has been paved over with asphalt. 

Source: Ontario Library                             
Model Colony Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archives of Ontario History (continued from page 8) 

Page 9 4th Quarter 2018 



 

Historic Business Spotlight 

Bellevue Memorial Park 

Ontario’s cemetery, Bellevue Memorial Park, was founded in 1892 as the Ontario Cemetery           
Association with three shareholders – Charles E. Harwood, H.D. Oakley and Dr. J.W. Oakley.             
Initially the cemetery grounds covered 10 acres of land that had been set aside by townspeople 
so that Abram Oakley, father of H.C. and Dr. J.W. Oakley, could have a burial plot in Ontario. 
Abram’s funeral was Ontario’s first official funeral . Bellevue is the final resting place of many of 
Ontario’s founding families, including George Chaffey, Jr. and members of the Milliken, Atwood, 
Armstrong and Draper families. 

The first board of directors for the Ontario Cemetery Association was established on June 6, 
1892 and consisted of the original shareholders and A.G. Kendall and L. Garbutt. The cemetery 
was named Bellevue by Mrs. Oakley after a street in her hometown in the province of Ontario, 
Canada. The original bylaws of the Ontario Cemetery Association (dba Bellevue Memorial Park) 
were dated May 24, 1891. 

In 1912, a stone fence was installed at the north border of the property. It acted as a retaining 
wall to keep storm water from running over the cemetery grounds. Stone walls and decorative 
iron fences were added to the border of the cemetery and its driveways were improved, all at a 
cost of $1500. The March 14, 1912 edition of the San Bernardino Sun declared the cemetery to 
be “now one of the beauty spots in the city”. 

On May 20, 1921 at the annual meeting of the Ontario Cemetery Association held in its offices at 

119 E. A Street, these men were elected to serve another year as directors: J.J. Atwood, J.T. Mor-

ris, J.B. Draper, Isaac Jones and D.S. Detweiller. 

From its original 10 acres, Bellevue has grown to its current size of over 78 acres, with 10 acres 

yet to be developed. The fully landscaped grounds are home to over 1000 mature trees (30 to 

100 feet tall) of many varieties: Camphor, Chinese Elm, Brazilian Pepper, Jacaranda, California 

Sycamore, Crape Myrtle, Chinese Flame Tree, Canary Island Date Palm, White Cloud, Hollywood 

Twisted Juniper, Italian Cypress, Chinese Pistache and Deodar Cedar. The trees are a distinguish-

ing feature of the property, providing shade and contributing to the park-like atmosphere. 
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Historic Business Spotlight (continued from page 10)                      

 

Besides thousands of burial plots, there are two mausoleums on the property. The original 
Bellevue Mausoleum was constructed in the early 1900s and has been expanded throughout 
the years. Sunset Mausoleum was completed in 2005 and houses approximately 900 crypts and 
800 niches. 
 
Bellevue Memorial Park honors the memory of over 800 veterans from the Civil War, Spanish-
American War, World War I, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War and Iraq War. It is open to 
families of all faiths and cultures. 
 
Bellevue Memorial Park is the location for the popular Ontario Heritage Cemetery Tour, held      
annually in October. During the tour, Ontario Heritage actors bring historical characters to life by 
portraying them at their burial plots. 
 
The Ontario Heritage 9th Annual Historic Cemetery Tour will take place Saturday, October 13, 
2018. Tickets ($10 for Ontario Heritage members; $15 for non-members; children up to age 12 
are free) are available at the office of Bellevue Memorial Park, 1240 West G Street, Ontario;           
Logan’s Candies at 125 West B Street, Ontario; Graber Olive House, 315 East 4th Street, Ontario, 
and at the Ontario Heritage web site www.ontarioheritage.org, or in the historic section of 
Bellevue Memorial Park on the day of the event (beginning at 9:30 am). The tour starts at           
10:15 am and lasts about 90 minutes. Coffee, water and light snacks will be available.  
 
Sources: Bellevue Memorial Park, San Bernardino County Sun (May 14, 1912 and May 1921), 

Bayer Cemetery Brokers  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit: Rudy Zeledon 

http://www.ontarioheritage.org
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Upcoming Event 

 

2019 Historic Home Tour 

Plans are being made for the 2019 Ontario Heritage Historic Home Tour, to be held May 18, 2019. 

Two things are needed to make the tour a success – historic homes and volunteer docents. 

The City of Ontario has many 20th century architectural styles represented in its homes, including 

Mediterranean, Craftsman Bungalow, Colonial Revival, Prairie, Ranch and Provincial Revival.       

Ontario Heritage is looking for historically accurate homes to be on the 2019 Home Tour. Candi-

date homes do not need to be grand or perfect to be considered. Modest bungalows and homes 

that are “works in progress” have all been part of previous home tours, as have historic homes 

that are now surrounded by more contemporary homes. 

If you take pride in the history of your home and put time and energy into maintaining it, please 

consider putting your home forward as a candidate for the 2019 Home Tour. Ontario Heritage will 

research the history of your home and its previous residents (and perhaps uncover some infor-

mation you didn’t know about) and will provide trained docents and volunteers during the tour. If 

you are willing to offer your house as a candidate – or if you know of an interesting house with 

receptive owners – please contact Ontario Heritage at info@ontarioheritage.org. 

The success of every home tour depends on having interesting homes and ample volunteers – 60 

to 70 for the day. Volunteer positions include both docents and ticket takers. No experience is 

necessary to serve in either role. Docents serve at one home in one or two rooms for one 4-hour 

shift and are provided with a script citing the noteworthy features of the room. Memorizing the 

script is not necessary. As a thank you for participating, all docents and volunteers are given a 

pass providing free entry to the home tour. So either before or after your shift, you can visit all 

the homes on the tour. To learn more about serving as a docent or volunteer, contact Ontario 

Heritage at info@ontarioheritage.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Herbert C. Oakley House shown above was on                                                                               

the 2010 Historic Home Tour. It was constructed in 1887.  



 

Celebrating Ontario Heritage  

 Ontario Heritage Wins Awards  
 
In July and August 2018, Ontario Heritage was honored by receiving two awards.  
 
4th of July parade: The City of Ontario awarded Best Novelty Parade Entry to Ontario Heritage for 

its entry in the 2018 4th of July parade. To illustrate this year’s parade theme, Ontario Celebrates 

Its Heroes, three board members – Joe Caskey, Rita Nelson and Margot Cardona  -- donned        

vintage costumes to portray Archie Mitchell, pioneer Ontario aviator, attorney and Superior Court 

judge; Rosie the Riveter; and Opal Anderson, a World War II female pilot from Ontario and one of 

the first female commercial pilots. Joe, Rita and Margot rode in the 1930 Model A Ford owned by 

Richard Delman.  

This marked the second time that Ontario Heritage has received a 4th of July parade award. In 

2016, the organization won the Best Novelty Parade Entry award.  
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(continued on page 15) 

The modernization of Jasper the Ant (photo on right) was done by Dr. Chris Kueng, member 

of the Ontario Museum of History & Art governing board and an artist. He redrew Jasper at 

the request of Ontario Councilperson Debra Porada. The new Jasper has more dimension and 

an  updated appearance more likely to appeal to today’s audience.  

Photo Credit: Ontario Heritage 
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                          Celebrating Ontario Heritage   (continued from page 14) 

 

Ontario Museum of History & Art Best Partner 
In August, Ontario Heritage was selected to receive the Best Partner award by the Ontario          
Museum of History & Art. The award was presented to the Ontario Heritage Board during the 
OMHA Volunteer and Docents Celebration and luncheon.  
 
The award is given to a special partner in the community for contributions to the Ontario               
Museum. The theme of this year’s Celebration was Volunteers Bringing Together Culture and 

Community.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photo Credits: Ontario Heritage 
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Ontario Heritage, along with other community arts and culture                     

organizations and city departments, participated in the inaugural               

Ontario Festival of the Arts held September 15, 2018 in the Arts                    

District (the area on Lemon Street between the Ontario Museum of     

History & Art and the Chaffey Community Museum of Art). 

The purpose of the Festival is to cultivate artistic development and expression within the city, to 

show the community that art is accessible, and to create a sense of community ownership and 

tradition of arts and culture. 

The Festival was very comprehensive. It featured a market place of functional, decorative and 

visual arts offered by 38 artists; performing arts including vocal and instrumental music and 

dance; an arts learning center; mini walking tours of historic buildings with the Arts District; a 

close-up magician; arts and culture information booths; food trucks and beer and wine. Over 

3000 people attended the Festival. 

Other Festival participants besides Ontario Heritage included the Chaffey Community Museum 

of Art, Southland Symphony Orchestra, Arts Area, Ontario Museum of History & Art, Ontario’s 

Community Life & Culture agency, Ontario Library, Ontario Recreation and the Historic Preserva-

tion section of the Ontario Planning Department.  

The idea for the Festival came from Ontario’s Arts & Culture Committee, which was formed in 

2014. (Ontario Heritage is a member.) The Festival steering committee first met in October 2017 

and included representatives from all community and city arts and culture organizations plus 

Ontario City Councilmember Debra Porada.  

The City of Ontario is committed to making the city a regional center for arts and culture, to         

include events like the Festival and an active public arts program. 

 

 

Photo Credits: 

Ontario Heritage 

 

Display booth 

 

Group picture 

 

Joe Caskey as 

George Chaffey 
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 George Chaffey Monument 
Ontario City Hall Plaza 

John Edward Svenson, FNSS 
Sculptor 

In September 2018, Ontario added an important new work of public art in its City Hall plaza – a 
bigger-than-life-size portrait bust sculpture of George Chaffey, Jr., the founder of Ontario. The 
bust was created by internationally-renowned sculptor John Edward Svenson and dedicated on 
September 14, 2018. 

John Svenson, who passed away in 2016 at the age of 82, is a hometown boy. He grew up in a 
small home with an orange grove in Monte Vista (an earlier name for the City of Montclair). His 
father Edward was a rancher who crafted toys and furniture for his son from wood, and instilled in 
him a lifelong love of nature. 

John attended local schools, graduated from Chaffey High School in 1942, and enlisted in the           
Army Air Corps. He served in North Africa, Italy and Sicily for three years before returning to     
Monte Vista and establishing a carving business. He married Lou Ann Chetney in 1948;                          
she encouraged him to study art at the Claremont Colleges on the GI bill. 

Over his six decades as an artist, John produced a large body of work, from small wood carvings to 
monumental public commissions. Birds, fish and forest creatures were frequent themes. He was 
part of the young artists centered at the Claremont Colleges – Millard Sheets, Sam Maloof, Albert 
Stewart, Karl Benjamin and others. While working for Millard Sheets, John  produced over 23 
sculptures for Home Savings and Loan banks and many public works of art in California and          
Alaska. 

John also sculpted historic figures, often in monumental size. Perhaps his most-viewed sculpture 
is Ranchero, depicting Ygnacio Palomares, who shared the 1837 land grant for Pomona Valley. The 
towering wood figure was carved  in situ in 1953 from a 22-foot-long redwood log installed out-
side the Millard Sheets Art Center at the Los Angeles County Fairgrounds. It is still there today, 65 
years later. 

Locally, examples of John’s work can be seen in Rancho Cucamonga (a ram’s head outside a bank 
on Haven Avenue); a dolphin on Pomona’s East Second Street, birds outside Montclair City Hall, a 
relief of George Chaffey in Terminal 4 at Ontario International Airport, and a full figure bronze 
statue of George Chaffey outside the Upland Civic Center. (continued on page 18)  
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John had a particular love for George Chaffey. He admired Chaffey’s skill as an engineer and        
inventor and produced several works of art depicting him.  One of those was a portrait bust  
created as a model but never cast in bronze. In 2017, Ontario City Councilmember Debra        
Porada remembered seeing a photograph of the bust model and wondered if it would be         
suitable for the area in front of Ontario City Hall. John’s son David, himself an artist who works 
in neon, was contacted and arrangements were made to have the model cast. David drew up 
plans for the pedestal  based on sketches left by John, and the site for the sculpture within City 
Hall plaza was determined. In less than a year, the installation was complete. The plaque on the 
pedestal reads: 

GEORGE CHAFFEY, JR. 

1848 – 1932 

FOUNDER OF ONTARIO 

ENGINEER, DEVELOPER, INVENTOR 

HIS VISION FOR A THRIVING MODEL COLONY 

LAID THE FOUNDATION 

FOR ALL THAT ONTARIO HAS BECOME 

 
JOHN EDWARD SVENSON, FNSS 

SCULPTOR 
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2018 Ontario Heritage Membership 

We are an all volunteer local non-profit organization and we need you! Is the ongoing process of preserving our      

historic downtown important to you? Or learning about the rich history of the Model Colony? Our Mission Statement 

is “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony” not only for us but for our future generations. Having 

historic home tours, annual historic cemetery tours, being present at local events are all part of pursuing our mission 

and making the public more aware of our purpose. It’s an important goal but who says we can’t have fun pursuing it! 

If you are already a member of Ontario Heritage, we sincerely thank you! If you’re not yet a member, please consider 

joining us on this journey. Not only will you become more aware and knowledgeable of Ontario’s past history, you 

will be inspired to walk with us as we go forward in “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony. 

Benefits of Membership: 

1 Participation in Ontario Heritage events such as Home Tours, Annual Historic Cemetery Tours, potlucks, local           

community events, historic and educational programs. 

2. Discounts to events 

3. E-mail Newsletters 

4. Advocacy for preservation of our historical environment and cultural heritage. 

5. Access to information concerning restoration and renovation.  

6. The knowledge that you are part of the effort to protect, preserve and promote the Model Colony 

—————————————————————————————————— ___________________                                                                          

Ontario Heritage Membership Form (December 31, 2017 to December 31, 2018)                                                    

Join now and your membership will be good until December 2019!                                     

*Name:   ____________________________________________ 

 

*Address:   __________________________________________ 

 

*City:  _____________________ State: ________ 

 

*Zip Code:  ________________ 

 
*Phone: ———————————————–—— 

 

*Mobile Phone:——————————————— 

 

*E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

 

* Required Information 

Membership Categories (For the 2018 Calendar Year) 

o Individual $25.00 

o Senior (62 years) $15.00 

o Family $40.00 

o Family-Senior $30.00 

o Corporate $250.00 

  TOTAL ENCLOSED     $_______ 

 

I am interested in: 

o  E-mail Alert Network 

o  Volunteering at Events 

o  Other (specify) ____________________________________ 

 

Mail with Your Check Payable To:  Ontario Heritage 

                      P.O Box 1, Ontario, CA 91762  

                     or sign up at: ontarioheritage.org                         

 

In an effort to keep dues low,  most communication will be via 

email, so providing us your email address is vital. 


