
2017 Upcoming Events:  
July 4th—Ontario Heritage will have an entry in the Independence Day parade. Look for a 1930 Ford Model A. 

July 5th—Monthly Board Meeting. 

July 16th—Book signing with David Allen followed by a potluck with the Chaffey Community Museum of Art. 

August 2nd—Monthly Board Meeting 

August 27th—3rd Quarter Dinner Potluck Meeting with guest speaker. Time: 4:30 pm-7:00 pm. Location: on the front 

lawn of Graber Olive House 315 East 4th Street in Ontario. Tables, chairs & water bottles will be provided. Bring your 

favorite dish & bottle of wine to share.  

September 6th—Monthly Board Meeting 

October 3rd—Monthly Board Meeting 

October 4th—Monthly Board Meeting 

October 14th—8th Annual Historic Cemetery Tour. Pre-sale tickets will be available the beginning of September.  

November 1st—Monthly Board Meeting 

December 2nd—We’ll have a booth at the annual “Christmas on Euclid” event. 

December 3rd—4th Quarter Dinner Potluck Meeting with Guest Speaker. Location TBD 

December 6—Monthly Board Meeting 

 

Heritage Events 

Ontario Heritage 
P.O. Box 1 

Ontario, CA 91762 
Phone:  909-984-6558 

 
Website: ontarioheritage.org 

 
Email: 

info@ontarioheritage.org 
 

Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/

ontario.heritage 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED  

 

 If you would like to volunteer 

your time at our events, please 

contact us at:  909.984.6558                 

or email us at:                                     

info@ontarioheritage.org  
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In this 3rd Quarter  newsletter for 2017 we continue with our series of articles highlighting endangered historic places 

in  Ontario. The fifth installment features the historic J.J. Newberry Store that was on the SW corner of Euclid Avenue 

& “C” Street.                                             

                                                                    HISTORIC BUILDING: J.J. NEWBERRY STORE                                                                                                                                   

The original Ontario J.J. Newberry Store opened July of 1929 at 121 N. Euclid Ave Ontario in the Friend Block building 

That was constructed in 1895. It covered 30 feet by 126 feet of floor space and employed just four people. In 1939 

William J. Mehas became the store manager. The business at that time had a staff of 21 employees.  As business            

continued to grow it became obvious that a much bigger building was needed. The property at the SW corner of 

Euclid Ave and “C” Street was leased from Fred G. Fallis who agreed that the existing building could be razed to make 

room for the new structure that Newberry’s wanted to build. More than a quarter million dollars was invested to 

build the two-stories and full basement structure. It had a floor space of 24,000 square feet and had the distinction of 

being the largest Newberry store on the Pacific Coast outside of Los Angeles. Harold Johnson of Los Angeles was the 

architect and Louis C. Dunne of Los Angeles the building contractor. William Lenser was the resident construction     

superintendent. Much to everyone’s delight the store opened in its new location on May 10, 1950. It was one of the 

three largest in California and regularly employed close to 100 people.  

The two buildings at 121 and 123 N. Euclid Ave in Ontario were owned by brothers, William and Fred Fallis. Their    
department store was originally in 123 N. Euclid Ave. When Newberry’s moved out of 121 N. Euclid Ave in 1950,           
William Fallis was deceased and his brother Fred Fallis decided to expand their department store. He remodeled the 
two buildings making them into one building and changed the facade. In 2001 the building (see photo-bottom left)            

was demolished due to poor structural integrity, lack of regular                             
maintenance and being a threat to public health and safety.                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
121 N. Euclid Avenue, Ontario.                                                 

This building was demolished in 2001.  

Photo Credit: Model Colony History Room 

 

The Fallis Bros. owned this building on the corner of “C” Street & Euclid 

Ave. Newberry’s leased this property from Fallis, razed this building and 

built their new store here which then opened in 1950.                                            

Photo Credit: Model Colony History Room 

                   (Continued on Page 3) 
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 Heritage Corner  (Continued from Page 2) 

The modern fixtures in Newberry’s new store were all in beautiful Primavera (blond or white mahogany) finish and 

installed by Store Builders, Inc. of Los Angeles. The commodious ground floor and full basement were devoted to 

merchandise display sales, while the second floor was given over to offices and stockrooms of the establishment, to 

employees’ recreation rooms and to rest rooms for both employees and the public.  The whole building was                      

illuminated with the latest in Slimline fluorescent lighting and the entire store was air conditioned.  

There were three major entrances to the building. One from Euclid Avenue, one from “C” Street and one at the            

diagonal corner. All doors were of glass, assuring a full view of the entire ground floor. The six store department        

directories were conveniently placed on this floor and three broad stairways provided easy access to the basement. 

All sidewalks surrounding the building were new.                              

One of the outstanding features of the new establishment was the handsome Fountain Luncheonette located at the 

south side of the main floor. It was installed by the Liquid Carbonic Corporation of Los Angeles at a cost of some 

$20,000 under direction of Walter C. Hansen and under supervision of William Boyd who was in charge of Pacific 

Coast fountain installation for the Newberry company. It reflected the very latest in modern equipment, which     

included electric bun warmers, automatic controls, carbonators and the like.  

Thirty-six comfortable stools lined the service counter. Ontario Heritage board member, Richard Delman recalls that 

as a youngster every square inch under the counter had chewing gum stuck to it. He also remembers the automatic 

photo booth that would give you a strip of five photos for 25 cents.  

Another intriguing feature was added to keep children happy during a shopping expedition. It was the twin 9-foot 

aviaries filled with every variety of pet birds available at the particular time of the year. Besides the various clothing 

departments there was a tool department, pet department, plant and seed department and household goods               

department that included mounted displays of 56 pairs of window curtains. It was Ontario Newberry store’s policy 

to offer a variety and choice merchandise  compatible to that found in the firm’s main store in downtown Los          

Angeles.                                                                                                                                                    (Continued on Page 4) 

 

Photo credit: Marty Beaver               Photo Credit: Model Colony History Room 

Newberry              
Store at “C” 

& Euclid  
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Other News & Information 

So who was J. J. Newberry aka John Josiah Newberry? He was born in 1877 of English and Dutch parents in Sanbury, 

PA. He was a Pennsylvania Railroad messenger boy who dreamed of having a store of his own. He began his        

merchandising career when he joined a group of Scotsmen who operated a department store in Wilkes Barre. Then 

for 12 years he was associated with the S. H. Kress variety store organization. After a long illness he decided to go 

into business for himself in “a small quiet town” where he might best recover his health. On December 16, 1913 

Newberry opened his first little store in Stroudsburg, PA.  Forty one years later in 1954 there were 475 Newberry 

stores. Sales for the Newberry chain in 45 states totaled over $165 million annually.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1954 at the age of 76 Mr. Newberry died in his home after an extended illness. He 

lived in Englewood, New Jersey. It was said that J. J. Newberry “had more than a dream 

of business success, he had a heart too. He was always interested in his employees”. Mr. 

Newberry contributed greatly to communities and the American way of life.  

In 1972 Pennsylvania-based McCrory Corp. took ownership of the J.J. Newberry chain. 

The company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in 1992. Competition from large               

retailers—particularly Target and Wal-Mart may have hastened the demise of J.J.                    

Newberry plus the advent of shopping malls.  

In 1979 Valley Dept. Store moved into the building and remained there until the end of 

2015 when they moved to 1394 W. Seventh St in Upland due to the need to downsize. 

The historic Newberry building is vacant.  

 

                    Photo taken by Ontario Heritage                    Photo taken by Ontario Heritage 

              J. J. Newberry                                                           

Photo credit: The Times Recorder           

(Zanesville, Ohio) April 28, 1955  
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2017 Ontario Heritage Membership 

 

  

        

 

 

 

Photo taken by Ontario Heritage  

 

 

 
 

     “ON PRESERVATION” 

“How will we know it’s us without our past?” 

John Steinbeck, Grapes of Wrath 

                                                                                                                                                                          

“If  we don’t care about our past, we cannot hope for the future...I care desperately about 

saving old buildings.” 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Former First Lady, editor, and historic preservationist on the imminent 

threat to New York’s Grand Central Station in 1976. 

                                                                                                                                                                           
“A country without a past has the emptiness of  a barren continent; and a city without old 
buildings is like a man without a memory.”                                                                                                 
Graeme Shankland, British planner 

                                                                                                                                                        
“Rehabilitating historic properties conserves taxpayers’ dollars, conserves our local                 
heritage, and conserves the natural environment. Rehabilitating historic buildings and      
using the infrastructure that is already in place to serve them is the height of  fiscal and 
environmental responsibility.”                                                                                                                                         
Donovan Rypkema, Place Economics 

 



Pre-Sale tickets are available now at Logan’s Candy Store 125 

West B Street Ontario; Graber Olive House 315 East 4th Street 

Ontario, in the office of Bellevue Memorial Park 1240 West  

“G” Street Ontario and on our website at: 

http://www.ontarioheritage.org.                                                                                                                             

Day of event ticket sales begins at 9:30 am in the historic                 

section of Bellevue. Coffee, water bottles & light refreshments 

will be provided free of charge to ticket holders and our                              

volunteers.  
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Other News & Information 

 

 

Changes to the Board: 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome    

Margot Cardona as a new Board member. 

Margot will also be portraying a historic            

character this year at our October 14th                      

annual historic cemetery tour.  

   __________________________________ 

 

4th Quarter Dinner Potluck Meeting with 

Guest Speaker 

December 3rd starting at 4:00 pm.                       

Location and Guest Speaker TBD 

 

 

 

 
 

Board Members 

Petrina Delman, President 

Richard Delman, Vice President 

Randi Campbell, Treasurer 

Charlene Wissing, Secretary 

Joe Caskey 

Rita Nelsen 

Margot Cardona 

 

 

Diane Ayala, Ex-Officio 

Debra Porada, City Council Liaison 
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2017 Ontario Heritage Membership 

We are an all volunteer local non-profit organization and we need you! Is the ongoing process of preserving our historic  

downtown important to you? Or learning about the rich history of the Model Colony? Our Mission Statement is  

“Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony” not only for us but for our future generations. Having historic  

home tours, annual historic cemetery tours, being present at local events are all part of pursuing our mission and making  

the public more aware of our purpose. It’s an important goal but who says we can’t have fun pursuing it! If you are already  

a member of Ontario Heritage, we sincerely thank you! If you’re not yet a member, please consider joining us on this       

journey. Not only will you become more aware and knowledgeable of Ontario’s past history, you will be inspired to walk  

with us as we go forward in “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony. 

Benefits of Membership: 

1 Participation in Ontario Heritage events such as Home Tours, Annual Historic Cemetery Tours, potlucks, local           

community events, historic and educational programs. 

2. Discounts to events 

3. E-mail Newsletters 

4. Advocacy for preservation of our historical environment and cultural heritage. 

5. Access to information concerning restoration and renovation.  

6. The knowledge that you are part of the effort to protect, preserve and promote the Model Colony 

——————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

                     Ontario Heritage Membership Form (December 31, 2017 to December 31, 2018) 

*Name:   ____________________________________________ 

 

*Address:   __________________________________________ 

 

*City:  _____________________ State: ________ 

 

*Zip Code:  ________________ 

 
*Phone: ———————————————–—— 

 

*Mobile Phone:——————————————— 

 

*E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

 

 

* Required Information 

Membership Categories (For the 2016 Calendar Year) 

o Individual $25.00 

o Senior (62 years) $15.00 

o Family $40.00 

o Family-Senior $30.00 

o Corporate $250.00 

  TOTAL ENCLOSED     $_______ 

 

I am interested in: 

o  E-mail Alert Network 

o  Volunteering at Events 

o  Other (specify) ____________________________________ 

 

Mail with Your Check Payable To:  Ontario Heritage 

                      P.O. Box 1, Ontario, CA 91762  

                     or sign up at: ontarioheritage.org                         

 

In an effort to keep dues low,  most communication will be via 

email, so providing us your email address is vital. 


