2nd Quarter 2019

Heritage Events
2019 Upcoming Events
April 03: Monthly board meeting
April 28: Our 2nd Quarter Dinner Potluck Meeting. Location: Ovitt Family Community Library 215 East C Street,
Ontario. Guest speaker Kelly Zackmann, local history librarian. See page 11 of this newsletter for details.
May 01: Monthly board meeting
May 07: Annual Model Colony Awards Ceremony. We will be attending this event.
May 15: Ontario Heritage will have a booth at the annual Ontario Showcase & Heritage Celebration. This event will
be held in Ontario Town Square from 5 pm to 9pm. See www.ontarioca.gov/ontarioshowcase for further
information.
May 18: Our Historic Homes Tour will be from 10 am to 4pm. Four beautiful Ontario historic homes and the CHS
Memorial Library will be on the tour. Volunteer docents are needed to work either the morning shift 9:30 am to
1:00 pm or the afternoon shift 12:30 pm to 4:00 pm.
June 5: Monthly board meeting
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In Memoriam
Richard Dennis Delman
Vice President, Ontario Heritage
Richard Delman, long-time member of Ontario Heritage and vice president of the board of directors, passed away
suddenly on February 6, 2019 when his heart stopped. Known to many as a community leader and co-owner of
Otto Instrument Service, Richard was an amateur Ontario historian who cared deeply about historic preservation.
Richard was born in Ontario, the second son of O.K. and Ella Draper Delman. He attended local schools, graduating
from Chaffey High School in 1964. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1965, trained as an air traffic controller and was
stationed in Norfolk, Virginia. He served on the USS Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31).
He returned to Ontario in 1970 and began working at Otto Instrument Service, an instrument and avionics repair
and overhaul facility in Ontario -- the result of earning his pilot’s license at age 16 and being a Navy air traffic
controller. Richard’s entire professional career was at Otto Instrument, where he worked his way up from an entry
level position to sales manager to the partner of Rick Otto, son of the founder. Simultaneously, he earned an AA
degree at Chaffey College.
Richard was a lifelong Ontario resident. His grandparents Frances Logan and Charles “Pop” Logan founded Logan’s
Candies. Richard resided in the historic Herbert C. Oakley Victorian residence in Ontario, the third generation of
Delmans to do so. He married Petrina Sgantas in 1976. In 2004 they undertook restoration of the family home,
earning a City of Ontario Model Colony Rehabilitation and Restoration Award.

Richard blowing bubbles
on curb in front of Logan’s
Candy Store

Richard with his grandmother
Frances Logan

Enjoying his front porch

Husband, Father, Grandfather,
Brother, Uncle, Cousin, Friend,
Community Leader.
He loved Ontario

(Continued on page 3)
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In Memoriam (continued from page 2)
Richard was highly regarded in all his endeavors, beginning with the aerospace industry. Appointed to the Ontario
Planning Commission in 2009, he was serving as chairman at the time of his death. He had a passion for preservation of historic homes and buildings within Ontario. In 2015 he was named a Model of Excellence by the Ontario
Montclair School District. Besides Ontario Heritage, Richard was very active in other community organizations
including the Chaffey High School Alumni Association, Rotary Club of Ontario, Ontario Community Foundation,
Ontario Rotary Police Museum and Pomona Valley Model A Club.
Richard will be remembered by family, friends and employees as an outgoing, friendly, kind, fair, generous and
upright, loving man with a ready wit and many stories to tell. The community was enriched by his lifelong interest
in Ontario historic preservation and his community service. He was devoted to his wife Petrina and his family.
Richard is survived by his wife Petrina; daughter Christine Ing and son-in-law John; newborn grandson Tyler Ing;
and brother Jack Delman (wife Elaine).

Fair weather and calm seas dear friend. Your outlook is Severe Clear….
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Heritage Corner
Highway 60
If you drive down narrow California Street in Ontario today, you’ll see a lot of houses and a few commercial buildings. But you’d never guess that more than 70 years ago, it was a busy road carrying traffic traveling from Pomona
to Riverside. Or that the street was the reason for the odd merge in the route of nearby Mission Boulevard.

Eighty years ago there was no Mission Boulevard, nor any major east-west highway south of A Street (now Holt
Boulevard). But a narrow road called California Street carried vehicles through the farmland from Pomona to
Riverside. Traffic to the north on A Street (now Holt Boulevard), the originally-designated U.S. Highway 60, had
gotten out of hand following the end of World War II, so it was decided to widen California Street and designate it
as Old U.S. Highway 60. As part of the east-west route on the north side of Carlton Street, a bypass was built for a
“limited access divided highway.”
In 1948, the new highway was built on top of the original California Boulevard in the west part of the city. It had
two lanes in each direction. In the east near Cypress Avenue, it dips down on top of what used to be the north
side of Carlton Street. In June 1950, the Ontario City Council formally named the highway Mission Boulevard/Old
US. Highway 60. In 1964, California State Route 60 was built south of Mission Boulevard/Old U.S. Highway 60. And
so all three roads were once designated U.S. Highway 60 in Ontario.

Information source: Ontario Museum of History & Art newsletter, 1st quarter 2019
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Heritage Corner
Women’s Christian Temperance Union Water Fountain
As part of its battle against the evils of alcohol, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) built drinking
fountains in cities throughout Southern California, including Ontario, Upland, Pomona and Chino. The ladies hope
was that offering water to quench the thirsts of residents would prevent them from going to saloons for something a bit stronger.
The effort by the ladies was never met with much enthusiasm. The Upland fountain, located in downtown Upland and dedicated in a ceremony on January 1, 1908, was out of order by August. Its pipes had been jammed
with nails and other articles. Chino’s fountain only lasted a few months before elderly driver E.R. Fosmire lost
control of his car and smashed into it in January 1909. It took a century, but the city rebuilt the fountain in 2010.
The Ontario fountain, located in the Euclid Avenue median at Holt Avenue, was declared unsanitary a few years
after it was built due to faulty plumbing construction.
Still, the Ontario fountain remains – the only one of all those installed locally. It is still in the Euclid Avenue median, but now at C Street – two blocks north of its original location. However, the fountain is no place to get a
drink of water. The faucet doesn’t work, apparently badly damaged by vandals.

The 1908 Woman’s Christian Temperance Union water fountain still exists in the median of Euclid Avenue in
Ontario. The area’s only original local fountain is no longer functioning, however.
Source: Story by Joe Blackstock in Inland Valley Daily Bulletin on December 31, 2018.
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Archives of Ontario History
Chaffey College of Agriculture and Chaffey High School
Ontario Model Colony founder George Chaffey’s plan for Ontario embodied four concepts that were incorporated
into all land sale contracts: distribution of water rights to all landowners; construction of what became Euclid
Avenue for beauty; provision for a college to teach agriculture and general education; and using prohibition to
attract temperate settlers.

In 1882, the first year of the Model Colony, George Chaffey set aside a 20-acre site at the corner of Euclid Avenue
and Fourth Street for an agricultural college. He established a trust fund to build the college and pay for its operation from the proceeds of selling lots in Ontario and arranged for the University of Southern California to supervise
the trust and develop the college’s building plans.
The cornerstone for the Chaffey College of Agriculture was laid on March 17, 1883 even though Ontario was
virtually uninhabited. Chaffey used the occasion to stage a media event designed to encourage land purchase.
500 people attended the event.
When completed, the college was a three-story brick building with a concrete foundation that cost $17,000 to
construct. It had 15 classrooms, four recitation rooms, eleven smaller rooms for office, museum and other public
uses, and two dormitories. In addition to the college, it also included a secondary school.
By operating as a private boarding school and offering high school courses, the college attracted students from
outlying areas (such as Riverside and Hemet) which lacked public schools. The campus stressed its moral atmosphere and students were required to attend daily devotionals.
The first class at Chaffey College of Agriculture had ten students who began studies on October 15, 1885. Courses
of study were in four areas: academic, classical, musical and agricultural or scientific. The first three areas were
designed for the students of Ontario and vicinity and for those from the East Coast who temporarily resided in the
Model Colony. Two supervising entities were established: a board of trustees from USC for the endowment fund
and a board of regents for school administration.
(continued on page 7)

Chaffey College 1885

Original Ontario high school

building from 1944 Fasti

CHS Main Building in 1914 from Fasti
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Archives of Ontario History (continued from page 6)
For the next 20 years, Chaffey College attracted settlers to the Model Colony. But because USC officials directed
much of the curriculum away from agriculture to more general studies, the college eventually failed. It closed in
1901 and its building was taken over by the City of Ontario. A high school district was organized and the new
Ontario High School began holding classes there. This continued until 1909 when a new building was constructed.
Neither of these buildings exist today.

When Upland students began attending Ontario High in September, 1911, the name was changed to Chaffey High
School so it wouldn’t have a geographic identity. The school colors were changed from cardinal and black to
orange and black. Later the tiger became the school mascot.
By 1911 the high school needed a larger facility. A unified high school district comprised of the districts of Etiwanda, Alta Loma, Cucamonga, Fontana, Mountain View, Guasti, Camp Baldy and Piedmont, was formed with assets
of a $75,000 endowment fund, a 14-acre campus, and a six-acre experimental orange grove. A bond of $200,000
was approved to provide funds to erect buildings and equip the new district.
The first three buildings of the new school district – Science (laboratory and domestic); Liberal Arts (consisting of a
library and auditorium remodeled from the old Chaffey College building); and Mechanical Arts (to house the
heating plant or boiler room) were planned for the 1912-13 school year.

In 1919, college students returned to the campus when the new Chaffey Junior College of Agriculture and a college
school district was organized. Classes were held in the high school buildings and college instructors gave part of
their time to the high school curriculum.
From 1913 to 1933 there were several additions to the campus – reconstruction of the Science Building (damaged
by fire in 1913); a swimming pool (1916), installation of an Austin pipe organ (1920, a gift of CHS music teacher
Mrs. Mary LeDuc Chapin); Home Economics building (1922, constructed from 1920 bond money); Graber Field
(1928, named in honor of Clifford C. Graber, member of the Chaffey Board of Trustees from 1911 to 1932).
In 1930 construction was started for the first junior college building, later named Tower Hall. Merton E. Hill
Auditorium and the clock tower are recognizable features of this building, which now houses the Chaffey Joint
Union High School District. The first unit of Tower Hall was completed in 1931 and the
(continued on page 8)

WPA photo 1938
Chaffey Memorial Library

Merton E. Hill
Year 1926

Chaffey Tiger
Year 1937

“WPA Photo” dated October 1940
shows swimming pool at Chaffey
Junior College in Ontario
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Archives of Ontario History (continued from page 7)
second unit in 1932. The palm trees in the patio on the junior college campus were donated by Charles Booth. In
1934 the college erected a building to house an aeronautics vocational program – the first large-scale vocational
program other than agriculture and commerce to be added to the curriculum.
On March 10, 1933 the magnitude 6.3 Long Beach earthquake shook Ontario. The quake damaged most of the
buildings on the high school and junior college campus, resulting in the condemnation of all the high school
buildings. This disaster occurred in the midst of the Great Depression when the school district was in dire financial
condition. Twenty-six percent of the district’s taxes were unpaid, and an extreme cost- and salary-cutting program
left just enough money for salaries – not for new buildings.
School district superintendent Gardiner W. Spring, who had been a principal of Chaffey High School, rescued the
situation. He took advantage of recovery act funding sources such as State Emergency Relief Act (SERA), Public
Works Administration (PWA) and Work Projects Administration (WPA) to completely rebuild the high school and
add to the junior college. Between 1934 and 1941, the campus added the Chaffey Memorial Library and girls’
gymnasium (1935), North Hall, South Hall, boys’ gymnasium and athletic headquarters, music building, plunge,
stadium and bleachers (1937); civic auditorium (1939, named for Gardiner W. Spring), bus/maintenance shop
buildings (1940) and second unit of the aeronautics building (1941, called the Industrial Arts building).

Gardiner W. Spring Auditorium was designed by Los Angeles architects Allison and Allison and cost $444,000 to
construct. Larger than the Ahmanson Theater in Los Angeles and slightly smaller than Claremont’s Bridges Auditorium, Gardiner Spring Auditorium seats about 2400 people. In 2012, taxpayers passed Measure P that provided bond
funds to be spent on the eight campuses of the Chaffey Joint Union High School District. This enabled interior
upgrades to the auditorium as well as restoration of its ceiling fresco which depicts early Spanish colonization.
The auditorium was closed in 2017 for construction, and will reopen for the 2019-20 academic year.
In 1939 the Chaffey campus occupied 40 acres facing Euclid Avenue with an additional 70 acres for citrus and deciduous fruit experimentation. Valued at $2 million at the time, the campus had 12 buildings and athletic fields with

Gardiner W. Spring

WPA Photo 1938

Year 1937

Chaffey Campus

(Continued on page 9)
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Archives of Ontario History (continued from page 8)
bleachers. Two additional buildings in Fontana served Fontana high school students, who did not attend school
on the main campus until they were seniors.
In 1947 the Mechanical Arts building, which contained the student store and snack bar, burned leaving only the
boiler room. Bungalows to serve as additional classrooms were set up in 1947 (and became the site of a portable
building that served as the Art Annex from 1965 to 1977). The Agriculture building (West Hall) was completed in
1949. A new student union (high school on the first floor, junior college on the second), student store and cafeteria were dedicated in 1950, along with a new Home Economics building. The first student function held in the
building was the Spring Formal in May 1950. In 1951 the residence of Alexander Minton at 126 West 5th Street
was purchased and remodeled to serve as a nurse’s cottage for the junior college.
By 1955 there were 2000 junior college students occupying facilities designed for half that number. A community
debate centered on whether the high school or college should leave the campus, or whether the existing facilities
could be expanded to allow both to remain. In 1956 a team from UCLA recommended separating the two
campuses. An enabling bond to build a new college campus was passed in 1956. In January 1960 the junior
college moved to its new campus at Haven Avenue just above Highland Avenue in Alta Loma and the high school
took over Tower Hall for classrooms.

Additional buildings constructed on campus were the track storage building (1973), Math/Science building and
locker complex (1975), and Dominga High School, a special education campus originally called the Chaffey Training Center (1978). The agricultural department residence at 557 West 5th Street was torn down to complete
Dominga.
Over the years some buildings formerly containing classrooms have been redirected for other uses. The Aeronautics building was remodeled in 1961 for use as Chaffey Joint Union High School District offices, print shop and
warehouse, then remodeled again in 1976 to serve as the Business Education Department and Adult Education
Office. The first floor of North Hall was remodeled in 1973 into administration and counseling offices. Tower Hall
was remodeled into district administration offices in 1976 and renamed the Allan G. Smith Educational Services
Center.

As needed, buildings have been altered over the years. In 1981, violence on campus caused lockers to be
removed first from North and South Halls, then from the locker complex near the Math/Science building. The
basement of South Hall was remodeled for the Art Department in 1977. Gardiner W. Spring Auditorium underwent a partial restoration in 1985. Air conditioning was added to the Chaffey Memorial Library in 1986 and to
North Hall in 1987.
The boiler room, which served as a kind of campus billboard, was dismantled in 1989. The turf and track on
Graber Field were renovated in 1994. The floor of the basketball court in the Boys’ Gymnasium was completely
removed and replaced in 1997. The swimming pool was completely rebuilt in 1998, and Dominga High School was
renamed Canyon View School and changed from special education to continuation high school.
The campus now occupies 65 acres and is said to be one of the 20 most beautiful high school campuses in
California.
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Archives of Ontario History
Ontario Bandstand
In 1982, Ontario merchants spent $186 to build a community bandstand to draw people downtown. Originally a
2-story structure, the bandstand was remodeled in 1905 to remove the bottom level and relocated to Nugent
Park at the corner of Lemon Street and Emporia Avenue. Over the years, the bandstand fell into disrepair.
In 1997, Ontario City Councilmember Jerry Dubois, a student of Ontario history, began a campaign to resurrect
the community bandstand, with the goal of again attracting more people to downtown Ontario. A new site was
proposed, on the corner of Euclid Avenue and C Street.
Plans for the new gazebo were to resemble the original one-story structure but to be larger and stronger to
withstand heavy winds that occasionally blow through the city. One feature of the new bandstand is a stage to
hold dozens of musicians. The cost was estimated at $205,000 to be covered by a combination of city beautification funds, donations, and the Kiwanis Club of Ontario engaging in an adopt-a-brick fundraising program (4000
bricks in all). The bricks were placed in a walkway surrounding the bandstand. Plans included naming the bandstand in honor of R. Jack Mercer, long time director of the Chaffey High School Marching Tiger Band and the
Ontario-Chaffey Community Show Band.
A ribbon-cutting event was scheduled for October 19, 1997 to include performances by a barbershop chorus, the
Ontario-Community Show Band, and an ice cream social, reminiscent of the 1892 bandstand opening. In January
1998, Jerry Dubois received the City Pride Award for his efforts to build the new bandstand, and on July 4, 2001
the bandstand was officially rededicated with its new name, the R. Jack Mercer Community Bandstand.
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Other Upcoming Events
224 N. Euclid Ave in Ontario is located between “C”
and “B” Streets east side of Euclid Ave.
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Other News
Why You Should Be a Member of Ontario Heritage
Because you understand there must be an organized approach to collect, conserve and convey local history. And
without such an organization, pertinent information, artifacts and documentation may be lost forever.
Our collective concern for local historical preservation is a potent force to induce government, corporate and
private involvement. Without members, our organization ceases and conservation efforts die.
What will you out of being a member? As with most things in life, you’ll get out what you put in. Members who
take the role of passive support get satisfaction from enabling the work of Ontario Heritage to continue. Members who take an active role find that history comes alive.
Local history is a moving target. To be historical, something has to be at least 50 years old. But 50 years ago
changes every year. Today you are living what will be history in 50 years.
The City of Ontario Planning Department has an Historic Preservation department, and the Planning Commission
has an Historic Preservation subcommittee that meets every month. Together, they maintain and manage an
inventory of historic residences and buildings in the city. Representatives from the Ontario Planning Department
regularly attend Ontario Heritage meetings and events.
Ontario is lucky to have a public/private partnership dedicated to historic preservation. Don’t you want to be a
part of that by joining Ontario Heritage now?
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Gifts & Donations
Ontario Heritage gratefully acknowledges these donations from members and supporters
in memory of Richard Dennis Delman.
A gift of $25.00 from Earl & Judy DeVries

A gift of $50.00 from Marci, Joe & Tomi Callejo
A gift of $50.00 from Fausto Reyes
A gift of $50.00 from the Friday Afternoon Club
A gift of $75 from City of Ontario Planning Director Cathy Wahlstrom and the Ontario Planning Commissioners
Jim Downs, Nancy DeDiemar, Rick Gage, Bob Gregorek, Fausto Reyes and Jim Willoughby.
A gift of $100 from Richard & Kathy Briggs
A gift of $100.00 from Rick & Lynn Gage
A gift of $100.00 from Patrick & Nancy Dediemar Jones
A gift of $100.00 from Gina & Glenn Tarango
A gift of $100.00 from Steve Thomas & Donna Chadwick
A gift of $200.00 from the Ontario Community Foundation
A gift of $200 from Walt Arrington, Senior Vice President at CBRE
A gift of $300.00 from Jack & Elaine Delman
Many people including some shown above also donated to several other organizations in memory of Richard.
He was loved by all those who knew him.
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Other Information and Board Members
May is Preservation Month, not just in California, but across the nation. The California Office of Historic
Preservation (OHP) invites all California communities and preservation enthusiasts to make the month of May
an opportunity for discovering/re-discovering, honoring, and sharing the unique heritage of your local region.
Visit a historic site, sponsor or attend a cultural festival or event, nominate a historically significant property to
the National Register of Historic Places, create a family history book. Historic preservation is not only about
preserving buildings and sites, but also the stories and traditions connected to those places. Preserve the
history, tell the stories! (http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=27130)
Since 2000, the Ontario City Council has acknowledged successful preservation projects within the community with an annual Model Colony Awards program. The
“Model Colony” Awards are presented each year in the spring corresponding with
National Historic Preservation Month. The program provides awards to property
owners in order to recognize their efforts in excelling in the four areas of: 1) restoration, 2) rehabilitation, 3)
landscape, and 4) ongoing maintenance of their historic properties. In addition, the George Chaffey Memorial
Award recognizes distinguishing leadership in the preservation of Ontario’s historic resources. Past Model
Colony Award recipients include Ontario’s historic schools, historic churches, historic single-family residences,
historic multi-family properties, and joint public/private preservation projects. After the award presentation of
each recipient, the City Council hosts a cake reception for the winners and the public.
(https://www.ontarioca.gov/planning/historic-preservation/preservation-incentives)

Board Members
Petrina Delman, President
Randi Campbell, Treasurer
Charlene Wissing, Secretary
Joe Caskey
Rita Nelsen
Margot Cardona
Gloria Jones
Wendy Roldan
Diane Ayala, Ex-Officio
Debra Porada, City Council Liaison
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2019 Ontario Heritage Membership
We are an all volunteer local non-profit organization and we need you! Is the ongoing process of preserving our
historic downtown important to you? Or learning about the rich history of the Model Colony? Our Mission Statement
is “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony” not only for us but for our future generations. Having
historic home tours, annual historic cemetery tours, being present at local events are all part of pursuing our mission
and making the public more aware of our purpose. It’s an important goal but who says we can’t have fun pursuing it!
If you are already a member of Ontario Heritage, we sincerely thank you! If you’re not yet a member, please consider
joining us on this journey. Not only will you become more aware and knowledgeable of Ontario’s past history, you
will be inspired to walk with us as we go forward in “Preserving, Protecting and Promoting Our Model Colony.
Benefits of Membership:
1 Participation in Ontario Heritage events such as Home Tours, Annual Historic Cemetery Tours, potlucks, local
community events, historic and educational programs.
2. Discounts to events
3. E-mail Newsletters
4. Advocacy for preservation of our historical environment and cultural heritage.
5. Access to information concerning restoration and renovation.
6. The knowledge that you are part of the effort to protect, preserve and promote the Model Colony

——————————————————————————————————————————————-Ontario Heritage Membership Form (December 31, 2018 to December 31, 2019)
*Name: ____________________________________________
*Address: __________________________________________
*City: _____________________

State: ________

*Zip Code: ________________
*Phone: ———————————————–——
*Mobile Phone:———————————————
*E-Mail: ___________________________________

* Required Information
Membership Categories (For the 2019 Calendar Year)
o

Individual

$25.00

o

Senior (62 years)

$15.00

o

Family

$40.00

o

Family-Senior

$30.00

o

Corporate

$250.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED

$_______

I am interested in:
o E-mail Alert Network
o Volunteering at Events
o Other (specify) ____________________________________
Mail with Your Check Payable To: Ontario Heritage

In an effort to keep dues low, most communication will be via
email, so providing us your email address is vital.

P.O.Box 1, Ontario, CA 91762
or sign up at: ontarioheritage.org

